
Nurses s255 

$432 
THE NEED FOR AND ORGANISATION OF THE MARIE CURIE 
COMMUNITY NURSING SERVICE 
E Garland A Barnes 
Marie curie Cancer Care, 28 Belgrave Square, London 

A history and descriptive study of the Marie 
Curie Community Nursing Service. 

A survey carried out in 1952 showed the need for 
a domiciliary nursing service particularly at night 
for patients with cancer. A further study in 1989 
concluded that the Marie Curie Community Nursing 
service makes a valuable contribution to the home 
care of people with cancer, providing a unique 
partnership between a charitable organisation and 
statutory services and identified many educational 
needs for the nurses together with the necessity 
for some organisational changes. In response to 
this study in-service training opportunities have 
been developed and a scheme has been established 

in London to facilitate the utilisation of the 
nurses and improve the service. 

In 1991/92. 817,010 nursing hours were 
provided to 17,687 patients by over 5,000 nurses 
throughout the United Kingdom and the service 
continues to expand. 
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MULTIMEDIA AND COMPUTER TRAINING IN 
ONCOLOGICAL NURSING: EXPERIENCES AND 
PERSPECTIVES. AmI, F. De Connol, R Ferrariol, G. 
FuweUi*, P. Ghislmdis, L. M1tturri* 
lNational Cancer Institute, Milrn - *Learning Technology Center of 
Milan University. 
Oncological nursing today needs wustant updating in knowledge. Taking 
in consideration the relationship between innovation and organization, 
traiukg is the most important way to face the evolving needs globally. 
Multimedia, tbat is the combined use of more elementary means of 
communication to transmit a message (written texts, images, sound), 
represents today a usefid teaching htrument. The aim is to make 
twehing more flexible and eBi&nt, and in order to achieve this, 
multimedia has to be integrated with the possibilities offered by 
telecommunications. We will present the mukimedial expexiences of the 
National Cancer institute of Milan and Milan University and their 
rekvant use in oncological nursing train&& in particular in terminal 
patient palliative care. A general course of computer and multimedia 
tmining is necessary for the nursing personnel to improve the use of 
computer devices and multimedia eommtmieation. For this reason, 
computer and multimedia training should be included in onwlogirA 
nursing permanently to adjust to the litture standard of computerized 
health care. 
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NEW OUALITIES IN CANCER NURSINQ 

Lj.Mib’&D.%ov~,V.MirkovK. D.Pejoti, M.BtarnencvK 
lnetltul of oncology and radiology, Becgrad, Yugoslavia 
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RADIOTHERAPY TO THE HEAD AND NECK: EVALUATION OF A 
NURSING STANDARD 

M Wells, L Becker, AJ Munro, S Crowther, F Hicks 

Department of Radiotherapy and Department of Nursing, 
St Bartholomew’s Hospital, LONDON, UK 

We have previously described a standard of nursing care for 
patients UnderQoinp radiotherapy to the head and neck. One aim 
was that treatment-related problems should be identified early 
and prompt nursinp action taken. BY September 1993, 40 
patients will have been assessed using a tool developed to aid 
implementation of the standard. An analysis of the first 20 
illustrates the pattern and severity of side-effects and 
demonstrates an increase in nurses’ awareness of the patients 
experience of radiotherapY. The assessment tool has enabled 
comprehensive documentation of significant problems includinp 
mucosltis, pain, skin reactions, weight loss and difficulty eating. 
Nursino interventions relieved discomfort and the deterioration in 
Svmptoms was often reversed. Patients had difficulty with the 
linear analogue scales, but their reaction to regular assessment, 
advice and intervention was positive. A separate audit of the 
standard demonstrated greater awareness and sensitivity to 
patients’ distress. The tool has proved a valuable resource for in- 
service education, as well as directly benefitting patient care. 
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VALIDITY AND RELIABLEY OF AN ORAL ASSEWMIWT INSTRU- 
MENT. 
M.B. N&we& Academic Medical Center, Amsterdam, M. Kastemtaos, University 
of Oroningen, Gmningen, The Netherhtnds. 
The pment sMy 0uUina the development of an instrument to sssess the oral 
condition of patfears trcstcd with aatiacoplestic drugs. Tbc macssment of content 
validity wnsisted of 1. the development of the instrument by the teseateher snd 2 
the detemrinstion of the validity by 5 experts. The wntent wss based on a tevie.w 
of the literstute. The oral sssusment instrument (OAI) wnsisted of 12 eategoriea 
nsmely: pain, bleeding, salivary flow, lips, uppeaide and downside of the tongue, 
tloor of tbc mouth, bueeal mueosq palrte, gtngivy teeth snd dental plaque. Per 
calegoly 3 diselimhm ting aitexia wem developed. Intermter reliability was 
determhed by groups of 4 nurses wlm iadepe&nUy msuued tbe on11 condition 
of a Patient. 36 orsl cavities were smessed. An sdditionsl 14 on11 cavities wete 
impeeted by 2 nurses snd 2 experts. huerrater reliabtiity wru smessed by wtnpu- 
ting overall 6gfwmmt Per category. The. wnvenieJux sample consisted of 19 
patient3 nod W, non specifically trainad, mmea. The msulls showed that lb OAI 
wss valid (Content Vslidity Index = 0.831). The tnterrster teliabtlity wss modera- 
te. The overall agreement between the nutsea wss 63%. The sgreement between 
thcnuIscs~adecxpcrtswar52%~anduuagrccmntbc~~thc2cxpcrts 
scpsmtcly w6s 68%. The muIt suggest that observstion of the oral esvity is 
very dlffieult. It apjuam to be justified to exclude lk teeth a a calepy a3 it 
dccs wt give information about the condition of the muwus twtnbrstus. Other 
problems identifed wete sssessment of the gingivse snd dents1 plsque. When 
these chsnges have heen made, the OAI will he tetested for validity snd diabili- 
ty. 


